
   
 

 

WORKSHOP 

What's in a Commentary:  

The Challenges of Writing a Commentary on Valerius Maximus ‘Facta et dicta 

memorabilia’ 

 

 

Saturday, 20 November 2021 

 

 
Bern, Burgerbibliothek, Cod. 366, f. 158r – Valerius Maximus: Facta et dicta memorabilia (https://www.e-codices.ch/en/list/one/bbb/0366) 

 

In order to develop a better understanding of what modern readers of Valerius might be looking 

for in a commentary on the Facta et dicta memorabilia, and to explore different scholarly 

approaches to this extraordinarily fascinating, but also extremely multifaceted text, an 

international workshop will be held, designed to encourage open dialogue and an exchange of 

views between experts from various fields of research. In light of their personal interest in 

Valerius and/or the writing of commentaries, the participants will share their experience and 

expertise. 

As for the workshop itself, it seems useful to agree, in advance, on one (or two) particularly 

engaging and thought-provoking passages of the Facta et dicta memorabilia, which will be 

examined and put into context during the workshop. However, this approach comes with one 

small caveat: since the workshop is not intended as a platform for reviewing the pros and cons 

of existing commentaries on Valerius Maximus, and to avoid potentially awkward situations 

between colleagues, it is preferred to select passages (for instance one or two chapters, ideally 

comprising of both Roman and external exempla) for which no modern commentary exists 



(which excludes books 1, 2, and 8, as well as chapters 4.1 and 9.1-11). The passages ultimately 

selected are then supposed to act as a catalyst for a fruitful exchange of ideas on what could, 

should, or needs to be treated in a commentary on Valerius. 

 

The following participants have confirmed their participation (alphabetical order) : 

 

Rhiannon Ash, University of Oxford (GB) 

George Baroud, Emerson College, Boston (USA) 

W. Martin Bloomer, University of Notre Dame, Indiana (USA) 

Kyle Conrau-Lewis, Yale University (USA) 

Marijke Crab, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (B) 

Alain M. Gowing, University of Washington (USA) 

Franziska Heck, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken (D) 

Tanja Itgenshorst, University of Fribourg (CH) 

Rebecca Langlands, University of Exeter (GB) 

Sarah Lawrence, University of New England (AUS) 

Simon Lentzsch, University of Fribourg (CH) 

Nine Miedema, Universität des Saarlandes, Saarbrücken (D) 

Hans-Friedrich Mueller, Union College, New York (USA) 

Jeffrey Murray, University of Cape Town (ZA) 

Luis Pallara, University of Fribourg (CH) 

Viola Periti, University of Edinburgh (SCO) 

Matthew Roller, Johns Hopkins University Baltimore (USA) 

David Wardle, University of Cape Town (ZA) 

Heiko Westphal, University of Fribourg (CH) 


