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Outline Workshop ‘Developing a Commentary on Valerius Maximus, Book 7’ 

 

(1) Welcome 

 

(2) Introduction of Participants 

 

(3) Prolegomena: The Challenges of Writing a Commentary on Valerius 

Maximus 

 
Some Guiding Questions: 

 

• What distinguishes Valerius Maximus as an author? 

• What might readers be looking for in a commentary on the Facta et dicta 

memorabilia? 

• How might a commentary on Valerius differ from a commentary on other 

authors (such as, e.g., Cicero or Livy)? 

• Are there textual issues which require further attention? 

 

(4) The Method of Composition: Contents and Construction of Book 7 

 

(a) The Structure of Book 7 

 
Some Guiding Questions: 

 

• What do the topics covered in Book 7 have in common? 

• How does Valerius connect the chapters in Book 7? 

• Is there any internal logic behind Book 7? 

 
(b) The Chapters and their Exempla 

 
Some Guiding Questions: 

 

• What are the processes guiding the selection, arrangement, and modification of 

Valerius’ source material? 
• What kind of material is chosen? Why? 

• How are the exempla arranged? (Chronological order? Clusters of similar 

exempla, allowing for better comparison? Roman vs. external exempla?) 

• How are the exempla presented / modified? 

• What are the conclusions Valerius himself draws from his material? 

• What is the effect on the reader when all exempla in a chapter are read in 

sequence? 

 
(c) The Significance of Book 7 within the Facta et dicta memorabilia 

 
Some Guiding Questions: 

 

• What role does Book 7 play within the wider context of the Facta et dicta 

memorabilia? 

• How is Book 7 connected to Books 6 and 8? 
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(5) The Moral, Social, and Intellectual Significance of Book 7 

 
Some Guiding Questions: 

 

• How ‘Tiberian’ an author is Valerius? 

• To what extent is it possible to locate and explain Valerius’ collection within the socio-

cultural context of the early Roman Empire? 

• How does Valerius’ understanding of morality line up with that of other 

writers/texts from the period? 

 
Possible Topics: 

 

• The relationship between virtutes and vitia (e.g. sapientia and vafritia) 

• The role of necessitas 

• Dialectics (e.g. fortuna and felicitas) 

• Valerius’ portrayal of social hierarchies 

• Family and inheritance (imperial ideology?) 

• Roman religion between traditional observance and teleology (e.g. 7.2.5; 7.3.1) 

 

(6) Concluding Remarks 


